CHAPTER V
THE BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS

ABOUT midnight on April 23 came the signal
for which we were all waiting, two red lights at the
peak of the flag-ship. It meant that the fleet was
to get under way. .We were ready and eager for the
test after the long strain of preparation, in which all
manner of ingenious suggestions had been applied
in order that the fleet might get by the forts with
as little damage as possible. Our hulls had been
daubed with river mud in order to make them less
visible in the darkness. Captain Alden, of the Rich-
mondy had the idea, which worked out excellently,
of having the decks around the guns whitewashed
so that the implements required in the working of
the guns could be easily identified by the gunners
as they picked them up for use.

And with what insistent care we had drilled the
guns' crews in order to insure rapidity of loading
and firing! To protect vital parts of the ships from
the impact of projectiles, chain cables were secured
to the ship's sides. As the Mississippi was a side-
wheeler we stowed our cables in the coal bunkers,
between the wheels and the boilers and machinery.

Though we hoped that the fire of the mortars might
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forts as much as possible in case the Itasca and the
